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John J McCarthy was born in Muintervara/Sheeps Head Peninsula 

in November 1859. At age nineteen he left his native Tullig and 

emigrated to America. There he moved around a few times, always 

advancing his position and settled in Keith County and developed 

a career in ranching. Later he became a prominent figure in state 

and county affairs. He served for years on the Democratic State 

Committee, was a member of the Electoral College, became County 

Treasurer, and later elected County Assessor. In 1915 he was 

appointed Postmaster of Ogallala. He died Sept. 1931. This poem 

on O’Donovans’ Cove from his hand came from America.
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